
 

 

he Academic year was 1979/80, and I was then in my final year preparing to take the 

GCE O-Level Examinations at the Anum Presbyterian Secondary School, in the 

Asuogyaman district in the Eastern region. 

Two Peace Corps members were posted to the school to teach.  They were Mr. Fox and Mr. 

Wallace.  The former was teaching Biology and the latter French.  We were very privileged since 

we had no teachers to those subjects by then. However, we thought at the beginning that we 

would not hear them clearly because of the American slangs.  To our surprise, they spoke to our 

hearing. 

 T

These two gentlemen, in a way, affected my behavior. Mr. Fox was teaching a topic under 

reptiles; the Agama lizard.  Soon, Mr. Fox was on his hands and legs, supporting his huge frame 

to demonstrate how the Agama behaves when at rest.  He did that nodding his head also to 

make us understand it better.  I still remember that demonstration made by Mr. Fox, and since 

then I have tried to add a bit of demonstrations anytime I am making a point to bring the 

meaning. 

For Mr. Wallace, we were amazed at his punctuality to his lessons.  He was always at the door 

five minutes to time, waiting for the previous teacher to leave.  He would then enter, and as 

usual, greet us in French; bonjour tout le monde.  What I learned from Mr. Wallace, besides the 

French lessons, was his sense of time-to respect time and to be punctual at all engagements.  

This, however, happens to be a big challenge in the Ghanaian society. 

To these gentlemen, I say thank you wherever they maybe.  I wish them, and the Peace Corps in 

Ghana a happy Golden celebration.  Congratulations. 

 

 

Thank You. 

Seth O. Owusu 

 


